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Greetings Doty Families! 
 
The fresh snow has made the playground fun again!  Last week’s warm temperatures had us 
thinking we might need to pull the skates out! 
 
Thinking of the playground - I’m getting excited about beginning the work for our playground 
improvement.  I’d like to take a minute and be really clear that there will likely be very mini-
mal funding, if any, from the district for this project.  We will be looking to grants and fund-
raising to make this happen. I am putting the finishing touches on plans for our first meeting, 
which is on January 29 at 6:30 PM here at Doty.    At this meeting, we will lay out a roadmap 
for our work ahead.   It’ll be a pretty long road but I am really excited to get this underway! 
 
We’ve had a tummy bug running through the building.  Students complain of a vaguely sick 
feeling belly and then pretty soon start turning green and glassy-eyed.  The good news is that it 
seems to pass quickly too. A smaller number of students are cooking up some nasty sore 
throats and colds.  If your student comes home with stories of being chased with hand sanitizer, 
it’s probably true! We are doing what we can to keep all those germs under control. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about the email I sent about the 
Continuous Improvement Plan.  It is really about digging into the behind the scenes work of 
school. Email is the best way to reach me. 
 
As always, thank you for sharing your students with us! 
 
Gillian 
 



 

 

Wed., Jan 22 - 6:30-8:00pm, Rising 7th Grade Parent Night at U-32 

Wed., Jan 29 - 6:30-7:30pm, Playground Meeting at Doty 

Wednesday, February 5 - 6:30-8:30pm WCUUSD Board Meeting at U-32 

Monday, February 17 - 6:30pm, Doty Winter Concert 

Call for Snack Program Volunteers 

Doty's Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) makes it possible for us 
to provide a free snack to every student every day.  Its success depends on a 
combined effort between dedicated community and student volunteers and 
kitchen staff.  We are in need of a couple of volunteers to help prepare the 
snacks.  The work takes approximately one hour and can be done anytime be-
tween 8am and 10am.  (We typically have each volunteer commit to one day of 

the week throughout the year.)  If you're interested in helping out, please contact us in 
the kitchen: 223-5656, ext.143, or email us at nshukla@u32.org. 

Thank you so much, 

Neha & Rhianna 

News from the Doty Library 
 
K-2 students at Doty will be debating the merits of their favorite 2020 Red Clover 
Book this spring. Each student across Vermont will have a chance to vote on their 
favorite in a reader’s choice award. Students learn how to look and listen carefully to 
a variety of stories, styles and art work. This year, hands-on STEM activities connect-
ed to the books offer students challenges in design thinking and collaboration. Our 
library strives to be a hub for imagination, creativity and innovation! 

 
 
Meanwhile, books are flying off the shelves; please remind your readers to bring them back when 
they are finished with them. If you are interested, check out this article: “Easy Ways to Get Your 
Kids to Read More this Year”. This is a good time of year to cozy up with a book! 
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Join the School Board! 

The WCUUSD Board of Directors is expanding from ten to 15 members on 
Town Meeting Day, which means YOU have an opportunity to make a differ-
ence in our schools and in our community. You do not have to be a teacher, a 
parent, or an expert to join a school board.  School board members come from 
all sorts of backgrounds and walks of life. All you need is an open mind, good 

will, and an interest in supporting the education and development of our children and students, 
who are the most important resource any community has.  
 
If you have the desire to make a positive impact on the lives of the next generation of Vermonters, 
visit your Town Clerk's office soon and pick up a petition. Gather the right number of signatures 
from registered voters in your town, and return the petition to your Town Clerk by January 27. 
That will place your name on the Town Meeting Day ballot as a candidate for the WCUUSD Board 
of Directors. We are eager to meet you, our new colleagues on the Board! If you want to know 
more about what it's like to be a member of a school board, or even if you just want to share your 
concerns and comments about our schools or the performance of the Board, please attend one of 
our meetings, or contact a current board member directly. 
 
Your School Board  

Invitation to Participate in Continuous Improvement Planning 
 
Dear families and community members, 
 
Our school district will be engaging in a Continuous Improvement Planning 
(CIP) process soon.  Continuous Improvement Planning is an opportunity to ar-

ticulate achievement goals for students, analyze data, and make a plan to improve outcomes for all 
students.  Continuous Improvement Plans are required by the VT Agency of Education.  We will 
write a CIP for our district that takes into account school level data and needs.  More information 
about continuous improvement planning can be found here. 
 
We are seeking interested teachers, paraeducators, parents, community members, and school 
board members to join us in this important work.  School teams will be comprised of at least 2-3 
educators, 2-3 parents/community members, and the principal.  Additionally 3-4 district school 
board members and administrators will join us in this important work. 
 
The work will take place from 4:30-7:30 p.m. on the following four Thursdays: February 6, Febru-
ary 20, March 12, and March 26 (hold for inclement weather date) at Doty Memorial School in 
Worcester.  Light refreshments and babysitting will be available.  Participants need to be able to 
attend all meetings. 
 
If you are interested in joining us, please let me know by Friday, January 24.  We look forward to 
engaging in this work with you!  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact 
me or Jen Miller-Arsenault, WCUUSD Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment, 
at jmillerarsenault@u32.org or 229-0553 x1310. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Gillian 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0By6k5cCWRqUJNzVoODFjQmg5RGxyWE9lQnM0cUZSVzVwOFZz/view
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